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thie day for the further consideration of
this bill in committee be discharged.

MR. PARKER: Is it the intention of
the Government to drop this bill alto-
gether?

TmE ATTORNEY GENERAL (H1on.
0. N. Warton): Yes.

MA, PARKER: I think it is a great
pity. It seems to me totbe a very useful
an necessary bill; but, of course, if the
Government will not proceed 'with it we
cannot make them do so.

Motion put and passed.

The House adjourned at
eleven o'clock, p.m.

half-past

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Tuesday, 4th Decembher, 1888.-

Approprition Bill, 1889t third reading-Law of Di.'
bos Hill third readin,-Enjiway Act, 1878,

Amendment (Closure of Streats) Bill: i co.-
mitee-ewas e Liel ndRe I tio Bill

in omnito-. nealLoan ad cr=2e stock
Act Amendment Dill: second reading--Land Bega-
lations Arbitration Bill: second resuding-Geolog-teal Museum at Albany-Private work done b
Civil Servants-Adjournoment.

Tnt SPEAKER took the Chair
seven o'clock, p.m.

at

PxR&ERnS.

APPROPRIATION BILL, 1889.
Reaod a third time.

LAW OF DISTRESS BILL.

Read a third time.

RA~rWAYS ACT. 1818, AMENDMENT
(CLOSURE OF STREETS) BILL.

On the order of the day for going into
committee upon this bill,

MR. PARKER said he felt it his duty
tooppose thesbill at every stage, and he

ddso more especially now that he had
seen the new clause proposed to be in-

troduced, calling upon the Railway
Company to bear all the expense in
connection with the re-opening of streets
and the providing of level crossings.
As he had already pointed out on the
second reading of the bill there was
a statutory contract between the Gov-
ernent and this company, and this
bill contemplated a distinct variation
of that contract, without the consent or
(so far as they knew) the knowledge of
one of the contracting parties. Such a
proceeding would be regarded as a dis-
tinct breach of faith between private
individuals, aond he could only regard it
in that light when the Government or the
Legislature of the colony resorted to it.
It bad been argued that this bill did not
alter nor vary the terms of the contract,
nor give any additional pwer to the
Governor that he did not a~heady possess
under the contract. If so, there was no
necessity for the bill. The proper way
for the Government, if there was a differ-
ence of understanding between them and
the contractors, was-not to take advant-
age of their position as the Government
and legislate in their own favor, but to
refer the matter in dispute to arbitration,
as provided for in the contract, with a
view of arriving at some amicable settle-
ment of the point in dispute. The com-
pany, he believed, had never refused to
deal reasonably with the Government,
and they were told the other day by the
Commissioner of Railways that they had
done all that was necessary for the ac-
commodation of the Albany people at
present. If no additional imposition was
placed upon the company by this bill,
what was the use of the bill ? If the
Government or the Commissioner already
possessed this power of re-opening streets,
and the Company were bound under their
contract to do all these things, what oc-
casion was there for the bill? As a matter
of fact they knew there was no such
power, they knew there was no such obli-
gation-they knew that the first clause
of the contract did not refer to streets at
all, but to aoccommodation roads for the
convenience of those occupying lands
intersected by the railway. He defied
any lawyer to read that clause, and say
that it referred to streets. He had been
twitted with holding a brief for the com-
panly in this matter-he did nothing of
the kind ; he had never been consulted
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in the matter..- The bion. member who
brought in the bill clearly held a brief
for his own constituents, and with him
was the hon. and learned member for the
North, who had professionally advised
the municipality in the matter. But he
did not care for that. He asked the
House to discard from consideration who
it wast that brought forward these argu-
ments, for or against the bill, and to
cnsider only the arguments themselves.
He -could not help thinking that Rouse
would be acting most unwisely, most
injudiciously, most unfairly, and in a
manner that would be a slur up on the
good name of the colony-in fact, he
regarded it as nothing else but a policy
of repudiation-if it imposed upon the
company the obligations which this bill
proposed to place -upon them, and place
upon them 'without their consent, and
contrary to the terms of their contract,
simply because being the stronger party.
and having the power of legislating, it
desired to vary the terms of the contract.
The new clause standing in the name of
the hon. and learned member for the
North proposed to saddle the contractor
with additional expense that was never
contemplated in the original compact,
and it did so without the leave or consent
of one of the contracting parties, and
when there was another course provided
in the contract itself for dealing wih all
matters in dispute. In these circum-
stances he felt it his bounden duty, in
the interests of the good namne of the
colony itself, to move as an amendment
-that the House go into committee on.
this bill that day three months.

Sin T. COOKBURN -CAMPBELL
thought it was scarcely necessary for him
to interpose a word. The hon. and
learned member had given them his legal
opinion, and they had had other legal
opinion which perhaps they respected
equally as much as that of the hon.
member; and the House, having heard
both sides, decided by an overwhelming
majority that the bill was a desirable
and a necessary bill. It was simply in-
tended to provide the means required by
the Government for the carrying out of
the contract, and so to protect the inter-
ests of the public.

Amendment put and negatived.
Tan. COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

Sir XW. Praser): If I am not out of order

I will move that Your Honor take the
chair in committee, on this occasion.

Tnm SPEAKER: If there is no objec-
tion on the part of the House, I have no
objection.

IN COMMITTE:

Clause 1-"1 It shall be lawful for the
"Governor in Council, upon application
"made by any municipal council or road
"board within whose jurisdiction any

islands, streets, or roads along the line of
"any railway authorised to be con-
"structed as aforesaid may be situate,
"and also without any such application,
"and notwithstanding that any street or
"road intersected by any such line of
"railway shall have been closed to traffic,
"either by being permanently fenced
"across or otherwise, to declare, order,
"and direct the construction of such
"under and over bridges and level cross-

"'ings, accommodation roads, approaches,
"cattle creeps, water-courses, drains, culi-
"verts, and other works under, over,
"upon, or across any such land, street.
"or road intersected by such line of rail-
"way as may in. tbe opinion of the Gov-
"ernor in Council be necessary and
"proper for the public accommodation
and benefit :"
Sni T. COOWKBETN - CAMPBELL

moved to strike out the words "to de-
clare," in the thirteenth line. The clause,
as he was advised, referred to streets or
roads in existence at the time of the con-
struction of the railway, and not to any
new streets that may hereafter be de-
dlared.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAI-
WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said if
that was the intention of the clause it
had been exceedingly badly draSfted,-he
said it with all due deference. It ap-
peared to him to refer to any other
streets which, in the opinion of the Gov-
ernor in Council, might become necessar
for the public accommodation; and, if
the object was to limit it to streets and
roads in existence when the contract was
being executed, there were words in it
which were most misleaoding. So long,
however, as the hon. member assured
them it was only intended to apply to
streets already in existence, he did not
suppose there would be any serious ob-
jection to it.
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Amendment put and passed, and words
struck out.

Sin T. COCKBURN - CAMPBELL
moved to insert in lieu thereof the words
"at any time, and from time to time
hereafter to."

MR. PARKER said he must again
point out that this was imposing fresb
duties and responsibilities upon the con-
tractors, and he wished to raise his voice
against it, for he felt they had no right-
although they had the power-to impose
any fresh obligations upon a contractor,
without his consent, and especially with-
out giving him any intimation, or con-
sulting him in the matter at all.

Mn. ]KEANE said hon. members
seemed to forget that this contract and
another contract was entered into under
a former Act, and now it was proposed to
bring the contractors under a fresh Act.
No doubt the House could do it, but, so
far as these two contracts are concerned,
the bill would be so much waste paper,
for they had two companies to deal with
that wouldn't be sat upon, nor submit to
anything outside the four corners of their
contract. They entered into those con-
tracts, under the provisions of " The,
Railways Act, 1878," and he was very
certain they would not submit to have
their status altered to please the whim
of an hon. gentleman who chose to bring
in a bill for the special benefit of his own
town. It would simply mean, by-and-
bye, when his hon. friend the Coma-
missfioner called upon these companies to
do this work, they would simply tell the
Commissioner to do it himself.

Sin, T. OOCKBURN - CAMPBELL
said- as to what had fallen from the hon.
member for Sussex, that no notice ha'd
been given to the company-he did not
suppose any formal official notice had
been given to them; but he assured the
hon. member that before he took any
steps whatever in the matter, he wrote to
the company stating exactly what he
proposed to do.

Mn. PARKER: Did you send them a
copy of the bill ?

Sin, T. COCK-BURN-CAMPBELL L: I
stated what the provisions of it would be.

TnE COMMSSIONER OF RA~l-
WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said there
seemed to be a misconception in the mind
of the hon. member in charge of the bill
as to the meaning of the first clause of the

contract. What the contractors had to
do was to provide such crossings and
other works "1as may be necessary " and
"sufficient "-not sufficient in the opin-
ion of the Town Council, or in the opinion
of the hon. member for Albany, but in
the opinion of the Governor in Council,
or the Commissioner of Railways acting
on the Governor's behalf. He believed
there were at present sufficient level
crossings in the town of Albany. The
hon. baronet said he was actuated by the
best intentions towards the company; it
was a somewhat curious way of showing
it, if it was the intention to call upon the
company to provide crossings for any
future streets. It reminded him of the
words of the old couplet'-

It iS .11 v well to disemoble yor loe,
But wby you kn ick me down atairsP

SIR T. COCKBURN - CAMPBELL
said he had already stated that the bill
only related to streets and roads that
were in existence while the line was in
course of construction. Unfortunately no
means had been provided-or at any rate
it was doubtfl-to carry into effect what
was obviously the intention of the con-
tract, and what was certainly the intention

'of the Legislature when it framed it; and
to provide these means was the sole object
of the bill. The public at present were
apparently without any definite means of
protecting their rights of traffic over
streets intersected by the railway, or of
obtaining such further accommodation as
the circumstances of the future may
necessitate.

Amendment put, and committee di-
vided-

Ayes..
Noes..

Majority f,
AYES.

Mr. H. Broeonan
Mr. BartMr.con
Bon. JIX. nat ...
Mr. Harper
Mr. Horgan
Mr. Mnrudn
Mr. Morrifon
W. Pearmo

SIT' Indell
11r. Shantou.

Hon. C. N. Warton
Non. J. A. W r h

Sir .I0. r.),

.. .. 17

Dr ...13
NOES.

Mr. Nauru
Mr. Rlcbndsnon
Mr. Scott
Mr. Parker (Teller.)
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SIR Tf. COCKBUIRN - CANFEELL well to add these words, seeing that the
moved to insert after the word " con- clause appeared to him somewhat ambig-
struction," in the fourteenth liue, the uously worded. The words simply gave
words " and maintenance." effect to what was stated to be the inten-

Mu. PARKER said the hon. member tion of the bill.
became bolder and bolder as the bill Amendment put and passed.
progressed. He was satisfied at first by Clause, as amended, adopted.
making the company responsible for the Clause 2-Short title:
construction of these works;. now he Agreed to.
wanted to make them responsible after- Mn. BURT, in accordance with notice,
wards for their maintenance. He should moved (without comment) the following
like to know whether the bon. baronet New Clause: " The construction and main.
found that too in the contract. " tenance of any such works so ordered

Sin Tf. COCKBURN - CAMPBELL " and directed as aforesaid shall, in the
said it appeared obvious that inasmuch "caue of every private line of railway, be
as the company had to construct these " undertaken and carried out, and all
accommodation works they bad also to "costs and expenses of the same and in-
maintain them aftervards; otherwise "cidental thereto shall be borne and
who was to do soF " paid, by the persons or compan to

THE COMMISSIOKER OF RAIL- " whom such railway line may belon'g,
WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said the "and if such persons or company shall
amendment was unnecessary. No specific "not construct such works within such
provision was made in any such contracts "time as the Commissioner of Railways,
as regards maintenance; that went with- " under the direction of tbe Governor in
out saying. The railway company of " Council, shall by notice in writing re-
course would have to keep up these works "qureitsalblwflorhead
like all other works necessary for the "Cm issioner to construct such works,
line. The words were not required. "and iii case the persons or company

Sin Tf. COCKBURN - CAMPBELL "owning such railway line shall refuse
said he was advised they were. "1or neglect to pay the costs and ex-

Question put-that the words be in- "penses of and incidental to such works
serted: "for the space of fourteen days after

Committee divided, with the following "'demand, thent such costs and expenses
result- "shall be recoverable from such persons

Ayes . -. . . 15 or Company as aforesaid at the suit ofAyes .. .. 1"the Commissioner of Railways in any
Noes ... - ..-. "court of competent jurisdiction, and

- "upon the refusal, neglect, or default of
Majority for ... 10 "such persons or conmpany to maintain

Arts. Nome. "the said works from tune to time to the
Mr. H. Brockna Mr. HEne "satisfaction of the Commissioner of

Mr. 1 Mr St"Railways, he may maintain the same
Hon .4.et Ron. J. A. Wrht "and recover from time to time in man-
Ho.. Sir MI. Frae...a. Kr. Parker (Tie. "ner aforesaid from such persons or
Mr. Htarper

M r. "company all costs and expenses of and
Mr. Frn "incidental to such maintenance."
Mr. Ejesd Clause agreed to, sub silent jo.

X Shenton Mm. VENN moved that tbe following
Hon6. a. N4. Wartot New Clause be added to the bill: ",In the
Sir T. 0. Capbell, Bart " event of any new street being hereafter

(Tul.) I" opened within a towusite, or new road
Tn COMMISSIONER OF RAJIL- ' being hereafter laid out and defined by

WAYS (Hon. 3. A. Wright) moved to "any road board, it shall be lawful for
add at the end of the clause the words "the Governor in Executive Council, on
"Provided that this section shall only, "the application of the Municipal Coun-

apply to streets and roads declared or in "cil of the town or road board of the
existence at the time of the construction "district within which such Wstet or
of the railway." He thought it would be "road respectively may be situate, to
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"order and direct such over or under
"'bridges, level crossings, accommodation
"road, approachs, and other work asa
"may in the opinion of the GVernor in
"Counci be necesar for the purpose of
"carrin such street or roa across any
"line of raiway. Proded always, that
"all cats and expeses of the construction

"afnd maintenance of any such works
"shall be paid and borne wholly by the
"ouncil or road board upon whose ap-
4plication the same shall be so ordered."

Hon. mnembers would see that the clause
was differently worded from that which
appeared on the notice paper, but it car-
ried out the exact sense of that clause.
He thought the committee would agree
with the provisions of the clause, and
that he need say nothing i n upr of ItMR. MARMION thought it was likely
to bring the local corporation into con-
flict with the railway company, unless
care were taken to protect the former
against proceedings for trespass. These
works, which had to be kept in order by
the municipal council or road board
(as the case might be) would be on the
company's lad.

THE COMMiISSION{ER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said the
rule in England was that accommodation
bridges, over or under, were kept in
repair by the vestry of the parish; but
the level crossings, which were between
the railway fences, were kept in repair by
the railway authorities. This avoided
any interference with the working of the
traffi, and the difficulties of a dual con-
trol.

Clause agreed to.
MR. PARKER said he had a New

Clause now to propose. The 67th clause
of the contract provided that no Act of
the Legislature, passed after the contract
was entered into " shall in any manner
operate against the contractor or his
syndicate or company, so as to limit the
advantages granted to him under the
contract." That being so, there could be
no objection to the clause he was about
the move, and which was as follows:
",Nothing in this Act contained shall be
"construed to in any manner operate
" against the persons or company to
" whom such railway shall belong, so as
"1to limit the advantages granted to such
":persons or company under the contract
"with the Government for the construe-

" tion and maintenance of such railway.
It had been argued by the " other side*"
(as he might call them) that this bill
would not limit the advantages gained by
the company under their contract; if so,
there could be no possible objection to
this clause.

SiR T. COCKBURN - CAMPBELL
failed to see any necessity for the clause,
seeing that the contract provided for
precisely the same thing.

MR. PARKER said as they were about
to pass a bill which in his opinion did
limit the " advantages " of the company
under the contrac-t-although it was
denied by the supporters of the bill-he
thought it would be well to set it forth
expressly in the biUl that there was no
intention to detract from any advantages
now enjoyed by the company.

MR. MARMION said it appeared to
him simple nonsense to endeavor to get
in by a side wind like this what the hon.
member had been unable to do by open
opposition. His own opinion was that
this bill contained no limitation of the
advantages granted to the company, nor
did it contemplate any limitation. If
there was ay doubt as to the rights of
the company, he had no doubt the com-
pany in their own interests would be pre-
pared to test the point in a court of law.

Tnw C00ISSIONEE OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said that any
force which the contract had in law, it
already had under the Act confirming the
contract, and it seemed to him this new
clause in no way strengthened the 67th
clause of the contract, while, on the other
hand, it was calculated to create a wrong

impression; it might lead to the impres-
sion that th House had some doubt on
the point. He was sorry to see the line
taken by the hon. member for Sussex
with reference to the bill. It was absurd
to say that the House had any desire to
act unfairly towards this company. It
was only a few days ago that they unami-
mously aed to a resolution, releasing
the companuy in some measure from cer-
tain provisions of their contract which
they were desirous of having modified-
he referred to the terms and conditions
relating to the selection of their lands.
He was sure neither that House nor the
Government had the slightest wish to
take away any of the advantages granted
to this company, and he thought the
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House must deprecate the line of aoction
and the line of argument adopted by the
hon. member for Sussex in regfard to this
bill. The company and the Government
had got on very well together so far, and
he deprecated anything that was -calcu-
lated to disturb this good feeling or to
interfere with the amicable relaions
which had hitherto existed.

Subn T. COCKBURN - CAMPBELL
said he could not possibly support the
clause. His contention was that there
was nothing whatever in the bill -which
limited the " a~vantages " of the com-
pany; and to admit this clause into the
bill would he a tacit admission that they
thought the bill might limit the advant-
ages granted to the company.

MRn. BURT said if the hion. member
for Sussex thought the bill did limit the
advantages gained by the company under
the contract, perhaps the hon. member
would be good enough to informi them
what those "1advantages " consisted of.
Was the right of putting up fences across
streets and roas an " advantage"
Was the construction of level crossings an
" advantage "? What did the " advant-
ages"s consist of that they were proposing
to limit or take away ?

Ms. PARKER said it could be dlearly
shown that the bill limited the advantages
of the contractor. Under the contract,
streets which had been closed remained
dosed permanently, and there was no
power to call upon the company to re-open
them again, whereas this bGl empowered
the Governor to do so. The sub-section
referred to in the contract (sub-section c
of the first clause) only referrd to roads.
flat was his contention.

Sim T. COCKBURN - CAMPBELL
said that might be the hon. member's
contention; others contended differently,
and that the ant-section in question was
introduced for the purpose of fully pro-
tecting the rights of the people as to
access across lands intersected by the
railway, whether in town or country.
There couldn't be the slightest doubt
about that.

MR. PARKER: Perhaps the hon.
mnember would be surprised to hear that
is not the construction put upon it by
the Government itself. The Government
have virtually admitted that this sub-
section does not refer to streets, but to
roads, for the accommodation of lands

intersected by the line as it traverses
the country.

Taxg COLMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest): No, no.

Ms. PARKER: I will produce it in
writing to the hon. gentleman, any time
he likes. The Government themselves
have admitted it does not refer to streets.

SiR T. COOKBURN-CAMfPBELL:
The Government or the Attorney Gen-
era]?P

MR. PARKER: The Government.
THE COMMISSIONER OF BATh -

WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) asked the
hon. member to withdraw his clause, as
it was, in his opion altogether useless
to insert such a cluein the bill when
they had it in the contract. He thought
the bill now was such as would commend
itself to most people. It was very mater-
ially different from the bill as brought in.
and in its present shape it appeared to
him satisfactory.

Mn. PARKER was sorry he could not
consent to withdraw the clause, for he
felt it his duty-not so much in the in-
terests of the company but in the interests
of the colony and its good naane--to press
it, whatever amount of support it re-
ceived. He thought they were bound to
show that they were prepared to abide by
the terms of this contract-terms which
had been formulated by that House
itself.

Clause put and a division called for-

Ayes..
Noes .

3

Majority against ... 12
AYES.

Mr. Kena
Mr. soott
Mr. Parker (Teller.)

NOES.
Mr. H. Brook-a
Mr. Burt

Eon. Sir M. Frar, .. M
Wk. Harper
Mrt. Hors
Mr. Morrisn
Mr. Pears.
Mi. shenton
Mr. Shull
Mr. Van
Ron. 0. N. Warton
Hon. J. A. Wright
Sir T. C. Campell. Bart.

(railer)

Preamble read:-
MR. PARKER moved, as an amend-

ment, that the following 'words be struck
out: " And whereas doubts have arisen
as to the power of the Commissioner of
Railwa~ys to require, in the case of private
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lines of railway, the construction of such
under and over bridges and level cross-
ings. accommodation roads, approaches,
cattle creps, watercourses, drains, cul-
verts, and other works, as may be neces-
ar-y to be provided for the purposes
aforesaid." He could not subscribe to
this at al. It said doubts had arisen as
to the power of the Commissioner to
require these things to be done. There
was no doubt at all. That 'was not the
reason the bill had been brought in. It
had been brought in to limit the advant-
ages gained by the company under their
contract, and to increase the power of
the Governor beyond the power given to
him under the contract, as one of the!
contracting par-ties. If there really was
any doubt as to the rights of the company
or the powers of the Governor, under this
contract, the contract itself provided a
way out of the difficulty, by a reference to.
arbitration.

Amendment negatived, on the voices.
Title read:
Six T. COCKXBURN -CAMPBELL

said the bill had gone much further than
he in his modesty intended it to go when
he introduced it. The bill that he intro-
duced was a bill to carry out what its
title indicated, namely ."to enable the
Governor in Council to re-open streets
closed under the provisions of the Rail-
ways Act, 1878." The bill now had gone
considerably further than that; therefore
be moved that the title of the bill be an
Act " to make provision for the construc-
tion of certain accommodation works on
railways."

Agreed to.
Bill reported.

NEWSPAPER LIBEL AND REGISTRA-
TION BILL.

This bill was further considered in
committee.

MR. SCOTT said that clause B of the
bill had been struck out and he had now
to move a new clause instead of it, as he
said he would. The original clause, it
-would be remembered, provided that no
action for libel should be brought unless
the plaintiff made a declaration. that he
had sustained special damage, and gave
full particulars of such special damage;
and in no case would a plaintiff be entitled
to recover what was called "1senti-
mental" damages. That clause appeared

of somewh at too revolutionary a character
to some hon. members, and he had
withdrawn it. He had now to move the
following clause in lieu of it, to com-
pel a certain class of plaintiffs to give
security for costs,-a prvson which it
was believed would afor newspapers
some protection against what were termed
speculative actions. The clause was as
follows: " On an affidavit being filed by
the defendant in any action for libel
brou ght after the passing of this Act that
the plaintiff in such action is an uncerti-
ficated bankrupts or has within twelve
months of the issue of the writ of sum-
mons in any action as aforesaid liqui-
dated or compounded with his creditors,
or is a person without fixed domicile, or
is to the belief of the defendant and some
other person of repute without visible
means of paying the costs of such action
if unsuccessful, the Court or a Judge
thereof at Chambers may order alpro-
ceedings in such action be stayed until
security for such costs shall be given to
the Master of the Supreme Court as he
shall think sufficient: Provided always,
that either the plaintiff or defendant mn
any such action shell be at liberty to ap-
peal to the Full Court to vary, reverse,
or rescind any such order.'

Clause agreed to, tub silenio.
Preamble and title, agreed to.
Bill reported.

GENERAL LOAN AND INSCRIBED
STOCK ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Tnm COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser), in moving the second
reading of this bill, said it had been
brought in solely at the instance of the
Crown Agents, for the benefit of the
colony, with a view to give greater stabil-
ity, and to increase the market value of our
stocks. It was unnecessary at this stage
for him, to explain the provisions of the
bill; any information which mnight be
required in committee he should be happy
to give. It was a mere formal bill, to
carry out a suggestion of the Crown
Agents as to inscribing stock.

Motion put and passed.
Bill read a6 second time.

LADREGULATIONS ARBITRATION
BILL.

TwE COMIMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANI)S (Hon. J. Forrest) moved the
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second reading of a bill to enforce the pro-
visions of arbitration, contained in the
Land Regulations of 1887. The object
of the bill, he said, was to make statute
law of the provisions of our land regu-
lations dealing with the question of
arbitration, in cases of comp ensation for
improvements upon pastoral eases, when
purchased unde! the conditional purchase
clauses. There had been some doubt as
to whether these regulations had the
force of law-although framed upon an
Imperial statute- where penalties were
enforced; and, as in these arbitration'
clauses the arbitrators had power to
award costs to the extent of X50, and it
might be, necessary to recover these costs:
by an action at law, it was considered
advisable to remove a1l doubt as to the
legal validity of these provisions, and
this short bill made statute law of them.

Motion agreed to.
Bill read a second time.

GEOLOGICAL MUSEUM AT ALBANY.
Mm. HARPER, in moving"1 That in the
onin of the House considerable benefit
wudaccrue to the colony were the

Government to open a small museum
at Albany, for the purpose of displaying
samples of auriferous and other ores,
with full and reliable information with
regard to the same as far as may be
obtainable," said we were all desirous of
bringing before the notice of capitalists
and the investing public in all parts of
the world, those various natural resources
that we possessed, but which unfor-
tunately we were unable at the present
time to develop, owing to the want of
capital; and it had occurred to him that
as a great number of capitalists, many of
them probably seeking out profitable in-
vestments for their money, were con-
stantly calling at Albany, it would be a
good thing if we had a representative
collection of our mineral and other re-
sources on view at that port of call,
where the Government and persons in-
terested might have an opportunity
of exhibiting specimens of the colour's
natural products. He did not think it
would cost much; as exhibits would no
doubt be readily offered by those inter-
ested, and also, he should imagine, all
necessary information, if the Government
took the matter in hand.

SiR T. COCKBURN.- CAMPBELL
said the hon. member had asked him
to second the motion, and, although he
had not heard anything of the hon. mem-
ber's intention until he had now spken,
he really did think that something of
this kinda might be advantageously car-
died out. When at Albany lately, for
two or three days, a large numbier of
passengers landed there, en route, seeking
information on all sorts of questions, and
pariculal about ou goldied, and he
certil tought it would be desirable in
the itrest of te clony if these thou-
sands of passengers, who pass backward
and forwad trough Alany, but who
have no opportnit of visiting this
part of the colony, shold be afforded
a chance of inspectig s pecimns of our
natural resources, and all necessary i.
formation. As to the question of cost,
he knew nothing about that, but no
doubt the Government could arrange
with the Resident Magistrate and some
of the people of the town to have a place
where these exhibits could be stored.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir M. Fraser) said be most cordially
agreed with the object in view; of course
the only difficulty was that of ways and
means, but he thought they might at
any rate be able to get a collection of
mineral exhibits without incurring much
expense, and arrange for their being
stored in some convenient place for in-
spection-possibly in the Court House.
He should have much pleasure individu-
ally in co-operating with the Government
Geologist, and with private persons who
had mineral specimens which they would
lend for this purpose, so as to have a
fairly representative display of the un-
doubted mineral wealth of the colony.
Probably arrangements might be made
with the Adelaide Steamship Co. for the

transort of any exhibits of this kind to
Albay.

Mn. RICHIARDSON had much pleas-
ure in supporting the motion. He would
suggest that, in addition to these ex-
hibits, there should be a short hand-book
of the colony, in an intelligent, readable
form, describing our resources and setting
forth the leading features of our land
regulations, which might be sold at a
low price, say sixpence; also that copies
of the progress reports of the AgrTicul-
turni Commission should be supplied, for
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distribution amongst those visitors who
might be interested in such matters. He
thought the idea was a good one, and
that the colony would probably reap con-
siderable advantage from it.

Mm. SHOLL thought if they were
going to do anything in this direction,
they ought to have it done properly, and
have a thoroughly representative display,
not only of our minerals but also our
other resources, and have a first-clas
museum. He thought it would be a mis-
take to have a mere packibg-case sort of
show, and that it would be better to have
the thing done properly, if done at all,
and have a sum placed on the Estimates
annally, for the purpose. He hoped
there would be no gratuities asked for, in
connection with this museum, like that
at Fremantle.

Motion put and pdssed.

CIVIL SERVANTS DOING PRIVATE
PROFESSIONAL WORK.

MR. SCOTT, in accordance with notice,
moved " That an bumble address be pre-
" sented to His Excellency the Governor,
" praying that he will be pleased to issue
" instructions to all Civil servants that,
" in future, they shall not be permitted
" to undertake any private professional
"work." The hon. member said the
motion was the outcome of a deputa-
tion that recently waited upon the
Governor, to bring under His Excel-
lency's notice certain grievances which
they conceived themselves laboring under,
in regard to their profession, as arch-.
tects chiefly. They complained that
certain public officers, following the same
profession-and they instanced one par-
ticular case-did work at prices lower
than the usual professional scale, thus
depriving them of work which otherwise
would fall to their lot. No doubt these
gentlemen had a. substantial grievance, if
their representations were well founded-
and he bad no reason to doubt them-
and that it was very unfair that those
who were employed in the public service
and paid for out of public funds, should
be allowed to undercut them in their
prices, and be allowed to come into unfair
competition with them, He noticed that
since the deputation had waited upon His
Excellency, certain instructions had been
issued to public officers on this subject;
but he understood that these instructions

did not go to the root of the evil, and
did not satisfy the members of the pro-
fession. One of these instructions stated
that "except in the few special cases in
which the practice may already have been
allowed, anl officers are debarred from
private work, for remuneration, in the
profession, trade, or calling in respect of
which they receive an official salary."
He. thought it would have been more
satisfactory if it had been mentioned
what these exceptions were, and whether
there was any agreement in writing under
which, in these " few special cases," this
practice had been allowed. Another in-
struction was that "no officer who has
been allowed to accept professional work
in his private time is permitted to under-
take such work at rates or charges lower
than those recognised in the profession
concerned." He was informed that this
had certainly been done in the past, to
the detriment of private persons in the
profession. There wia one particular
case in which an officer, whom he could
name-but perhaps it was not advisable
-had actually deprived members of the
profession of work which they would
otherwise have obtained, by simply un-
dertkn to do the work at a much
lowe t:ne than they could afflord to do
it. Of course a man who was in receipt
of a regular salary, and other advantages,
as a public officer was in a position to do
work at rates lower than private persons
in the same profession; but it certainly
was most unfair that they should be
allowed to do so, and take the bread out
of their mouth. He thought the Govern-
ment should take some more decisive
steps in this matter than were proposed
in the memorandum recently issued, and
that effectual steps should be taken to
prevent this being done in future, except
in cases where there was a specific agree-
ment in writing between the Government
and any public officer, under which it
was agreed that the officer should be
allowed to do private work. Even in
that case he thought this officer ought
not to be allowed to do work at rates
which left private persons in the pro-
fession in a position which left them
unable to compete.

THE COLOIUA-L SECRETARY (Hon.
Sir Mf. Fraser) said he thought it would
have been wore correct, when the hon.
member referred to there having been
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cuses in which this had been done,
if he had confined his strictures to one
solitary case; and he did not think it
would occur again. As hon. members
were aware, a deputation had waited
upon His Excellency a few days ago, with
reference to this matter, and His Excel-
lency had issued the following instruc.
tions, which would appear in the
Government Gazette:

"1(1.) All Government Officers are
strictly pohibited from doing any private
work wiatever in office hours, or with
Government materials, or in the Public
Offices at any time, or from using an
official railway pass on any journey
connected with any private work. (2.)
Except in the few special cases in which
the practice may already have been
allowed, all Officers are debarred from
private work, for remuneration, in the
profession, trade, or calling in respect of
which they receive an official salary. (3.)
In default of special reasons and express
stipulation beforehand to the contrary,
future appointments, increases of salary,
and promotions in the Civil service of the
Colony will carry the like prohibition.
(4.) No Officer who has been allowed to
accept professional work in his private
time is permitted to undertake such work
at rates of charges lower than those
recognised in the profession concerned."

He thought the House would admit
that these instructions were fair and
reasonable to all parties, and it was hoped
they would put an end to any further
cause for complaint. He trusted the bon.
member would be satisfied with the action
of the Goverment in the matter.

MR. RICHARDSON thought these
instructions ought to satisfy those gentle-
men who had a grievance. Their com-
plaint, he understood, was that public
officers did the work at lower rates than
those recognised in the profession gener-
ally. The 4th regulation dealt with that
complaint, and he thought provided all
they could reasonably expect.

THE COMMISSIONER OF GROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said this ques-
tion of civil servants engaging in any
employment outside their official duties
was a very difficult question to deal with.
He did not quite understand what the
intention of the mover of this resolution
was - whether he wished to restrain
public officers from doing any kind of

private work, or whether he simply
wished to prevent them from engaging in
the particular class of work for which
they were employed in the public service.
He presumed it was the latter; other-
wise he could see that very great hard-
ship indeed might arise. For instance,
an officer employed as a clerk might have
a. genius for music, or for poetry, or for
scientific pursuits, and, in his leisure
hours, he might compose pieces of music,
or poetical work, and publish it, but he
would be debarred from doing it, if the
intention of this resolution was to debar
a public servant from doing ay work at
all, outside his office duties. The House
must also bear in mind that in this
colony, as regards most professions, there
was but very slight competition; and if
they were to preclude Government officers
from engaging in any professional work,
the public probably would be the sufferers.
As to the professional architects, there
might perhaps be some ground for their
grievance; but, as a general rule, be
thought it would be a disadvantage to
the public if a hard and fast line were
drawn. He thought things must be at a
very low ebb, when the mere faoct of one
Government officer having made one or
two plans, for private persons, should be
maode the subject of a deputation to His
Excellency the Governor and of a motion
in that House. He thought the motion
was premature, and that there was no
great cause for complaint at present,
though hereafter perhaps, when the vari-
ous professions became more numerously
represented, some restriction of this kind
might become necessary; but be could
not believe there was any serious neces-
sity for it at present. They must remem-
ber, too, that a change in the Constitution
was about to take place, and one of the
first Acts of the new Government would
be a Civil Service Act; and that would
be the time, he thought, for placing these
restrictions upon public officers.

ME- MORRISON thought, before tbey
bound their public servants too tightly.

te shuld see that they were receiving
sufcetpay to live upon, and to bring

up their families. He thought the first
and the fourth regulation issued by the
Government would meet the only real
cause for complaint - that of public
officers doing the work under the ordin-
ary rates, or doing it during office hours.
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He knew his own firm sometimes was
very glad to get the services of a. Govern-
ment draftsman, and, so long as the
work waa not done in office hours, and
done at the ordinary rates, he saw no
great harm in it, while the probability
was that they could get the work better
done than if done in their own office. Of
course, no public servant ought to be
allowed to do private work during office
hours, but he thought it would be ver
hard indeed to deprive a, man of al
chances of supplementing his income
simply because he happened to be a civil
servant.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-_
WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said that,
as the head of the department in which
the particular officer referred to by the
hen, member for Perth was employed, he
must say he thought the matter had been
exaggerated, and that the bon. member
in bringing forward this motion was
belaboring a willing horse, for the Gov-
ernment were perfectly willing to do
everything in reason to assist him. He
thought the hon. member was bringing
a very powerful piece of machinery to bear
to crush a very small object, when he
asked the House to pass a motion of this
kind bemause one public officer had drawn
out a plan or two, for a friend or two.
The question was-if the House were to
adopt this motion, where were they going
to stop ? Where would they draw the
lineP They would next have market
gardeners complaining because some
public servants cultivated their own fruit
and vegetables, and so interfered with the
business. What possible harm was there
in some unfortunate Government clerk,
in receipt of a, very insufficient salary,
ekeing out his small pay by copying a few
letters, of an evening, occasionally ? The
whale thing appeared to be in a very small
compass, and really unworthy of all this
agitation, and of occupying the attntion
of that House, more especially in view of
the instructions which the Governor had
just issued. As to the particular officer
referred to, he did not believe he had
done work at any time al a. lower rate
than the usual seale; if he had, it was
only in some exceptional case, probably
out of friendliness towards gentlemen em-
ployed in the same department as himself,
and possibly he might have dlone the work
for nothing, as no doubt the hon. member

himself bad dlone for members of his own
profession. He could not help thinking
that this matter bad been brought for-
ward by certain architects either out of
a petty feeling of spite or of jealousy as
to the way the work was done.

Xi&. SHOLL hoped the hon. member
for Perth would be satisfied with the in-.
structions issued by the Government in
this matter, for it appeared to him the
Government had endeavored to meet the
wishes of the deputation. The question
raised was a very difficult one to deal
with, for it would be hard to say where
they could draw a line, A public officer
would not be allowed to work in his own
garden, or to grow a few cabbages, if
they were to draw a6 hard and fast line.
He thought if the Government carried
out these instructions they would do all
that could be reasonably expected of
them.

Motion put and negatived.

The House adjourned at half-past ten
o'clock, p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Weduesday, StA. Decembier, 1888.

Loan Estimates, 155: ilk committee-Band.IDrift Bill:
third reading -- cusal Loon and Inscribed Stock
Bill: in eommittoo-Load Regulationa Arbitraton.
Bill: in commlttae-Adjounment.

TEE SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1889.
(sUPPLEMENTAMY LOAN ACT, £2100,000.)

The House went into committee for
the consideration of the Loan Estimates
(Supplementary Loan Act, £1 00, 000).

Item: Development of Goldfields,
£10,000.
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